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Back to the Middle East! A Collection of Updates by AE Projects        

 

 

MAP Team ï Progress on Several Fronts 

 

Lots of AE action this month for 

the Mideast Aikido Project (MAP) 

Team. Jamie Zimron, team chair, is 

spending July in Israel, where she 

will be joined for ten days by 

fellow MAP Steering Committee 

member David Rubens. Their 

mission is to touch base with 

existing AE programs and engage 

with personnel associated with 

several new programs under 

consideration, including a 

prospective new dojo in the West 

Bank. You can follow Jamie's 

progress on her new blog or check 

out the reworked MAP website 

(links on p. 8). 

 

 Robert Kent, third member of the MAP Steering 

Committee, has made the trek to Camp 

Susquehannock, where his PeaceCamp Initiative 

scholarship winners will be arriving next week. A last-

minute donation by a program patron allowed PCI to 

meet its goal of doubling last year's delegation to a 

total of six kids - three girls and three boys, a mix of 

Palestinian and Jewish, all participants in the "Budo 

for Peace" program (link on p. 8) run by Danny Hakim 

which has partnered with AE on the scholarship 

program. Participants will take advantage of Camp 

Susquehannock's long tradition of helping kids forge 

life-long friendships to generate the kind of trusting 

relationships so desperately needed in the Middle East.  

 

These developments come hot on the heels of 

gratifying personal publicity. Zimron Ss., creator of 

"Kiai Golf," placed first at the Senior Division of the 

LPGA Teaching and Club Professional (T&CP) 

Western Section Championship and was featured in an 

San Francisco Examiner article. Kentôs article, 

ñObama's Soft Power ï a primer on Aikido,ò was 

featured on the Daily Kos on June 8 (Link on p. 8). 

 

Upon her return from the Mideast, Zimron Ss. will 

join Kent Ss. at Susquehannock for several days, 

augmenting the traditional sports camp program with 

some excellent instruction in aikido, golf, and 

Blisswork (Zimron's own brand of power aerobics). 

Both Zimron and Kent hope to travel 

to the Mideast this fall to take 

advantage of teaching invitations and 

other opportunities to spread the aiki-

message. 

 

IAO Celebrates 10
th
 Anniversary 

under Adverse Circumstances 

 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi Aikido 

Organizationïsupport for which was 

one of AE's early projectsïis 

preparing to celebrate its 10th 

anniversary. They do so, however, 

under chronically adverse 

circumstances. 

 

Hopes were high in 2006 when, 

following the elated reception of the 

Iraqi "team" at the Training Across Borders Seminar at 

Nicosia in 2005, Aiki Extensions donated quality 

tatami mats to match the quality energy of the 

members and replaced the scrounged old ones that had 

been used since the founding of the Baghdad Aikido 

Samurai Center in 1999. Though the center was 

situated in a cheap hall in the small Alnahdah Sports 

Club Center in central Baghdad, the space was suitable 

and the contributions of students were usually enough 

to cover the token rent. (Continued next page) 

Robert Kent, Ss.  

Jamie Zimron, Ss.  
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In 2007 a new management took over the Sports 

Club Center and evicted the dojo to make room to 

train their competitive sports teams. Troubles familiar 

from 1999 plagued them: rent for a suitable space was 

too high and aikido was unwelcome because of its 

non-competitive approach. In desperation, the Center 

went underground, intermittently practicing in the 

basement of a supermarketôs warehouse when it 

wasnôt in use. More and more students dropped out as 

the temporary solution became long-term, leaving only 

the core senior members.   In 2008 the Samurai Center 

moved into a better facility, the wrestling room of the 

Physical Education College at the University of 

Baghdad.  Yet their situation remains precarious: they 

struggle to fit training times around the University's 

class schedule, and with the knowledge that summer 

vacation means they are back in the supermarket 

basement. 

 

 

Bartholet Ss. Reflects on Mideast Trip 

 

Yet another spin-off of the TAB-Cyprus Seminar 

has been the work of Kurt Bartholet Ss., who this 

month offers the 5th of his International Summer 

Camps at Aikido Zurich. Conceived in the spirit of the 

Training Across Borders seminar of Cyprus, TAB-

Zurich regularly has brought together, often with 

funding support, several 

participants from Israel 

and Arab countries. Of 

his recent visit to these 

countries, he reflects:  

ñBack in the Middle 

East, I visited countries 

that have besieged by 

huge conflicts. Despite 

the wide variety of 

places and people, old traditions and modern life 

styles, the most frequent question was: óDoes aikido 

work in a real fight situation?ô It was a continuous 

process to explain that aikido has much more to offer 

than self-defense, and it was only through experience 

that people started to understand how to relate to each 

other better and not just fight.ò 

 

On his wide-ranging trip, Bartholet Ss. encountered 

many of the very real challenges aiki peace work in 

the Middle East faces. He met Iraqi TAB-Zurich 

veterans, now refugees living in hardship in Damascus 

and Amman. He frequently encountered what he 

described as a lack of tolerance so great that the 

subject of Israel is taboo, and even mentioning going 

to Jerusalem causes conspiracy fantasies among the 

people. Though women were able to watch a class he 

taught, they were for religious reasons not allowed to 

practice with men. At the same time, he saw Arabs 

fighting for basic subsistence and facing humiliation at 

checkpoints. 

 

To be sure, there were rays of hope. Despite the 

daily cruel and violent politics, people still offered 

tremendous hospitality, managing to maintain open 

hearts and valor despite corruption and adversity. 

Bartholet Ss. observed that practicing aikido with 

Christians, Muslims and Jews open and tolerant to 

each other richly contrasted with training with 

religious people with rigid convictions. He remarks: 

ñIt is the experience on the tatamiïthe close contact 

during trainingïthat brings us closer to and over the 

borders.ò 

Supermarket Basement Storage 

Kurt Bartholet, Ss. 

Less than adequate training space 
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Too Little of a Good Thing!        !9#ȭÓ 4ÈÒÅÅ-year Evaluation  

After three years of activity, the Awassa Youth 

Campus and Peace Dojo underwent a formal 

evaluation by the City Administration of Awassa, 

capital of Ethiopia's southern region. The evaluation 

team produced a glowing report, concluding that AYC 

provided invaluable support and growth opportunities 

for the young people of the area. The report's only 

criticism concerned the cramped quarters that had to 

accommodate AYC's extensive range of programming. 

The Municipality recommended that the Campus 

move to a larger facility and promised to assist it in 

securing land and quarters. This assessment paves the 

way for renewing the three-year contract with the 

Municipalityïan important achievement in view of the 

vulnerable position of foreign-supported NGOs  in the 

wake of the Government's recent legislation which 

subjects them to intimidating restrictions. 

 

This assessment matched that of AYC Team leader 

Don Levine Ss., who in a recent visit found that AYC 

continues to expand, providing aikido training (three 

childrenôs classes, three adult classes, each offered 

four times a week); instruction in art, gymnastics, 

music, and theatre; and regular tours of HIV/AIDs 

consciousness-raising performances. During his visit 

Levine taught a large aikido class, presided over 20 

rank promotion tests, watched a demonstration by 

OneLove Theatre students, and visited SPNN 

government offices with AYC Director Tesfaye 

Tekelu  (see AEN 30), and  reviewed AYC plans and 

needs for the coming year.  

 

In. Addis Ababa, Levine and Tesfaye met with 

officials of the Ministry of Education, who confirmed 

their readiness to accept a proposal to introduce aikido 

instruction into all the public schools of the capital 

city. To provide the teachers, Tesfaye and others are 

laying groundwork for a dojo there. Their initiative 

will be assisted by new AE Member Alex Otto, who 

worked formerly with the Philippine Peace Project of 

Patrick Koop (link on p. 8) and has now been 

employed by the German Government to do conflict 

resolution work in the Southern Region. 

The dramatic expansion of aikido work in Awassa 

and beyond has meant that senior students of the 

Awassa Dojo are increasingly called on to play 

leadership roles. Foremost among these is Yonatal 

Asfaha, who attained third kyu rank during Levine's 

visit.  Yonatal had been invited to attend this year's 

TAB-Zurich camp. While in Addis Ababa attempting 

to secure his passport and visa, Yonatal served as uke 

for Levine Ss.'s impromptu demonstration before 100 

enthusiastic students at Addis Ababa University, and 

in taping a demonstration for a one-hour program 

being aired over the national TV network. Regrettably, 

at the last minute the Swiss Government denied 

Yonatal a visa to attend the camp. 

 

 

 

Levine Ss. leads bow-in 

Kazushi-waza 

Levine Ss. and promotees 

Levine Ss. with promotees 
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Life & Peace Project ,ÕÁ "ÒÁÎÃÁȟ !%ȭÓ .Å× 0ÅÁÃÅ $ÏÊÏ in  S. America  

 

By Ula Perilla-Kosciukiewicz 

Translation by Timothy Friese Agnew 

 

Full text of the original article can be viewed in 

Spanish and in English online. Link on p. 8. 

 

We are running a project in the ghettoes of Bogotá, 

and elsewhere in Colombia, centered around the Afro-

Brazilian martial art of capoeira. By combining 

elements of dance, games, and martial arts, we provide 

a moral and philosophical foundation for a way of life 

and a path back to self-esteem and purposefulness for 

some of the forgotten people of our country. 

 

Our group is called Capoeira Colombia. Our 

nonprofit is called Fundación Lua Branca Colombia. 

Our mission is called the Life and Peace Project. We 

are AE's first peace dojo in South America. 

 

Our mission has been directed toward children and 

teenagers between the ages of five and 18, though we 

are now expanding to work with adults as well, 

including the elderly. The project offers programs for 

drug and crime prevention and intervention, nutritional 

support, and the development of moral principles, with 

the aim of re-orienting our students to their rightful 

place within their families and society. Lua Branca has 

no studio or headquarters. Members train in the parks 

of Bogotá and other cities and in a recreational center 

in the town of Zipaquirá.  

 

Our philosophy is based on five principles: 

courtesy, integrity, perseverance, self control, and 

spirituality. 

 

Capoeira inculcates traditional moral values such as 

respect for oneôs elders, love of nature, and love of 

country. Its ritual sparring is known for its fluid 

athletic movements, feints, and the use of sweeps, 

kicks, and headbutts. But our capoeira is not about 

attacking people. It's about creating more evolved 

human beings and a peaceful world imbued with 

justice and equality. Urban Visions, run by AE Interim 

President Bill Leicht, has been working with us since 

2004 to develop peacebuilding skills, along with Zen 

Peacemaker Order and KikZen. 

 

This moral and philosophical foundation 

differentiates our group from other martial arts, sports, 

and recreational activities, for the practice of capoeira 

entails a way of life, a permanent attitude transmitted 

A Roda with Capoeira Colombia 

Prof. Nino sparring 

Capoeira Colombia 


